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Choose	two	objects	-	one	of	which	to	be	ceramic	
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Figure	1:	Holburne	Museum	(circa	18th	Century)	

Yixing	Travelling	Teapot	
Figure	2:	Holburne	Museum	(circa	1803)		

William	Holburne’s	Passport	

Objects	
[	Teapot	and	Passport	]	



Facture	of	the	Object	
[	Yixing	Travelling	Teapot	]	
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Figure	3:	Holburne	Museum	(circa	19th	Century)	

Yixing	Travelling	Teapot	
Holburne	Museum	Store	

The	teapot	is	made	from	Zisha	clay	which	comes	in	5	colours:	-	red,	
green,	black,	purple	and	yellow.	Yi	Xing	is	famous	for	its	clay	which	
is	porous	so	is	ideal	for	drinking	tea	out	of	.	

The	Clay	 is	 fired	to	a	high	temperature	and	usually	unglazed.	 	The	
teapots	were	exported	to	Europe	from	the	17th	Century	onwards	so	
this	 teapot	 is	 likely	 to	 be	 a	 production	 from	 the	 Qing	 dynasty	
(1644-1912)	when	they	began	exporting	to	Europe.	

This	teapot	 is	red	bodied	stoneware	which	is	typical,	unglazed	and	
stamped	with	decoration.		

The	teapot	was	photographed	by	myself	in	the	stores,	and	is	listed	
number	 1094	 in	William	 Chaffer’s	 catalogue	 of	 1887	 (the	 earliest	
catalogue	of	Sir	William	Holburne’s	bequest),	where	it	 is	described	
as	a	‘flat	bottle	of	brown	terra	cotta,	with	side	loops	and	spout’	and	
is	listed	under	the	Oriental	China	section.	

There	 is	 an	 identical	 one	 in	 the	V	&	A	 collection,	with	 a	 different	
incised	symbol.	It	is	described	as:	

Yixing	ware.	Teapot	brown	stoneware	with	a	symbol	incised	
on	 the	 side,	 China,	 Qing	 dynasty,	 first	 half	 of	 the	 19th	
Century.	

Teapot	of	 flattened	globular	 form	with	a	 curved	 spout	 and	
four	 short	 tubular	 projections	 applied	 on	 the	 body.	 Brown	
stoneware		incised	with	a	symbol	on	the	side.	

Figure	4:	V	&	A	online	collection		(circa	19th	Century)	

Yixing	Travelling	Teapot		



[ 5/12]Facture	of	the	Object	
[	William	Holburne’s	Passport		]	

Figure	5:	Holburne	Museum	(circa	1803)	

William	Holburne’s	Passport		
Mounted	in	a	display	case	

The	passport	would	have	been	organised	by	William	Holburne’s	
family	when	he	was	10	to	allow	William	to	travel	while	he	was	in	
the	Navy,	which	he	joined	aged	11.	It	had	a	lot	of	additions,	which	
were	made	by	attaching	another	piece	of	paper	to	the	end	of	the	
last	piece.	.	

The	secretary	of	state	has	been	granting	passports	since	1794	which	
is	when	records	of	all	passports	granted	have	been	kept		

In	the	1820’s	when	William	Holburne	went	on	his	Grand	Tour,	the	
passports	were	stamped	in	ink	by	hand	and	written	on	them	by	
hand	in	the	language	of	the	port.	They	would	have	been	difficult	to	
keep	clean	and	dry	for	such	an	important	document	which	it’s	
nature	it	is	very	delicate	and	easily	lost.		

This	passport	would	have	been	made	from	recycled	fibres	from	
rags,	mainly	hemp,	linen	and	cotton.		
	(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paper).		

It	was	made	before	the	introduction	of	wood	pulp	in	1843	so	it	is	
much	more	stable	than	cellulose	based	papers.	Probably	why	it	is	
still	in	such	good	shape	today		



Choice	of	objects	
Nature	of	the	materials	

Similarities	in	the	nature	of	the	two	objects		

! Purpose of travel

! Stamped/incised decoration

! Delicate and breakable

! Materials – natural materials that age, mature and gain a patina

[ 6/12]



Travel 
[ Similar objects- flasks] 

Figure	6:	Online	auction	site	(circa	17th	Century)		

Moon	flask,	18.50cm	x	7.28cm,	Origin:	China,	flattened	rounded	form	with	two	
sets	of	lug	handles.	Each	face	is	moulded	in	relief	with	a	central	flower	head	within	a	
double	circle.	The	vase	is	covered	with	a	brown	glaze	
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Importance of the Flask form 

Figure	7:	Drunkard.com	(2015)		History	of	the	flask	
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Flasks 
[ Development of the flask] 

Figure	8:	Affleck	J	(2017)	Procreate	sketch	IPad	Pro	

Development	of	the	flask	form.	
The	new	artefact	will	take	on	the	delicacy,		colour,	texture	and	aged	patina	of	the	passport,	the	form	based	around	the	flattened	
globular	shape	of	the	teapot.	
Artefact:-An	object	made	by	a	human	being,	typically	one	of	cultural	or	historical	interest	(Oxford	Living	Dictionaries)	
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Flasks 
[ Development of the flask] 

Figure	9:	Affleck	J	(2018)	Parian	slip	casts	at	green	ware	stage	

Green	ware	tests	of	the	flask	form.	
Developing	how	to	achieve	the	delicacy,		colour,	texture	and	aged	patina	of	the	
passport,	the	form	based	around	the	flattened	globular	shape	

Initial	ideas	to	develop:-	

Texture – cracking, aged, added Bath Stone to the 
green-ware body

Stamped decoration –screen print text from the 
passport onto body of flask. Possibly sketch of 
museum

Incised decoration -  stamps could be made into 
porcelain rings with the name of the ports William 
entered stamped on them

Delicate and breakable – using porcelain to make as 
thin and translucent as possible

Experimenting with size and lugs – should the flasks 
be palm sized relating to early wearable/carrying flasks

Lugs: made from dog tags with William Holburne’s 
details stamped on
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Proposal 
Central idea relating to travel – William Holburne’s 
Grand Tour

Final exhibition could have a Grand Tour theme, 
where the flasks go on a journey around the 
museum and grounds

Suspended like hot air balloons or from balloons	

Figure	10:	Holburne	Museum	(2017)		
Suspended	porcelain	Holburne	Museum		
Various	online	images	relating	to	the	European	Grand	Tour		
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Summary 
• Develop a flask form which is an amalgamation of the teapot and the passport in its form and material

• Treated as a contemporary artefact

• Miniaturise like much of William’s collection?

• Central idea relating to travel – William Holburne’s Grand Tour

• Additions to the flask could relate to travel for example, lugs, dog tags (Navy) and disks with the name of 
ports visited stamped on. Moveable elements

• Exhibition could have a Grand Tour theme, where the flasks are suspended around the museum and 
grounds	
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Figure	11:	Affleck	J	(2018)	Parian	slip	cast	body	with	oxides	and	Bath	Stone	coming	out	of	the	mould		
Leather	Navy	dog	tag,	porcelain	rings		
Online	image	of	a	Spanish	hot	air	balloon			


